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My teacher

My teacher’s teacher

Source: Phantom Hands

Gajanan Upadhyay

Poul Kjærholm

Source: Paustian

In the 1970s-1980s
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Circular Economy in the Danish Furniture Industry

Why this topic?

§ Upcoming EU legislations listed in 
‘Ecodesign requirements for sustainable 
products’ and it’s repercussions for the 
industry & designers

§ How can the industry prepare for that?
§ What kind of knowledge is missing?
§ The precise EU legislations for furniture are 

not public yet, it leaves many uncertainties
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Our objectives

§ Publish research-based findings on circularity, barriers, and potentials in 
relation to the Danish Furniture Industry and the future role of the furniture 
designer.

§ Communicate the research to the industry, professional furniture designers 
and design students through international and Danish publications.

§ Bringing together actors from various sectors and professions in value 
creating activities (such as workshops, design sprints, webinars etc.)
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§ Desktop research

§ Qualitative and Empirical research

§ Collaborative processes and practices

§ Dissemination
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Paper presentation:  ‘Notions of the EU Ecolabel in the Danish Furniture Industry’  23

SPOKESPERSON

ECOLABELLING DENMARK

ACTOR FROM OLD DANISH 
FURNITURE COMPANY

EU

Sustainability

EU Ecolabel

Circularity

Circular Economy 
Labels and Information 

Schemes (CELIS)

Craftsmen, Carpenters

Other similar old 
furniture companies

Sustainable design

Examples of ‘Spokesperson’ that the researchers identified in the data. The two spokesperson 
shown here represent two extremes of the understanding of the Ecolabel in relation to 
sustainability. 

“Get the EU Ecolabel to 
prove your products are 
made to be circular.”

“Why do we need a label for 
that? We have been making 

long lasting furniture with 
traditional craftsmanship 

for decades now!”
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Guidelines to EU Ecolabel
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DISCLAIMER!
The ‘Wheel of Footprints’ is not a tool to calculate your LCA either EPD or PEF. It is only intended to be used as an 

informative tool ro help you and your team members better understand the key differences between EPD and PEF. 
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PLAY AREA 3 PLAY AREA 2

An engaging way to learn 
about LCA; EPD & PEF
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§ The ‘WHEEL OF FOOTPRINTS’, 
currently in development

§ We need your feedback on it

If you’re interested, please register 
by scanning the QR code
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Please feel free to reach out.
Email: aguh@kglakademi.dk

If you’re interested, please register 
by scanning the QR code


