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INTRODUCTION

4 N

The EU Ecolabel is a voluntary ecolabel (as per ISO 14024) that
recognizes products and services demonstrating environmental
excellence. It signifies adherence to standardized processes and
scientific criteria for sustainability. The EU Ecolabel is third-party
verified, which means independent experts are responsible for
checking compliance with the EU Ecolabel criteria.

The ‘EU Ecolabel for Furniture’ as the name suggests, covers the
product category Furniture.

The key requirements for Furniture:

1. Product description (technical drawings, component listing etc.)

2. Chemical contents (heavy metals, Vinyl chloride etc.)

3. Chemical emissions (SVHC, Formaldehyde emission etc.)

4. Material requirements

5. Final product requirements, e.g. warranty (5 year), design for
disassembly and product testing

6. Consumer information

source: EU Ecolabel(https://www.miljomaerkning.dk/en)
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DECISIONS

COMMISSION DECISION (EU) 20161332
of 28 July 2016
establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the EU Ecolabel for furniture
(notified under document C(2016) 4778)

(Text with EEA relevance)

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 66/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2009 on
the EU Ecolabel (1), and in particular Articles 6(7) and 8(2) thereof,

After consulting the European Union Eco-libelling Board,
‘Whereas:

(1) Under Regulation (EC) No 66/2010, the EU Ecolabel may be awarded to products which have a reduced environ-
‘mental impact during their entire life cycle.

(2)  Regulation (EC) No 66/2010 provides that specific EU Ecolabel criteria are to be established according to product

(3)  Commission Decision 2009/894/EC () has established the ecological criteria and the related assessment and
verification requirements for wooden furniture, which are valid until 31 December 2016.

(@  In order to better reflect the range of furniture products on the market, the state of the art for these products
and to take into account the innovation of the last few years, it is appropriate to extend the scope of the product
group to include non-wooden furniture and to establish a revised set of ecological criteria.

(5)  The revised ecological criteria aim at using materials produced in a more sustainable way (considering a lfe cycle
analysis approach), limiting the use of hazardous compounds, the levels of hazardous residues, the contribution
of furniture to indoor air pollution and promoting a durable and high-quality product that is easy to repair and
disassemble. The revised criteria, along with the related assessment and verification requirements should be valid
for six years from the date of adoption of this Decision, taking into account the innovation cycle for this product
group.

(6)  Decision 2009/894/EC should therefore be replaced.

(7) Itis appropriate to allow a transitional period for producers whose products have been awarded the EU Ecolabel
for wooden furniture on the basis of the ecological criteria set out in Decision 2009/894/EC, so that they have
sufficient time to adapt their products to comply with the revised ecological criteria and requirements. Producers
should also be allowed to submit applications based on the ecological criteria sct out in Decision 2009/S94/EC
for a sufficient period of time.

() OJL27,30.1.2010, p.
) Commision Decisin 2009/894/6C o 30 November 2009 on salising h ologicalcreriafor heavard fthe Communiy -
Iabel for wooden furniture (O] L 320, 5.12.2009, p. 23)

Commission Decision (Criteria
list for Furniture Category)
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DECISIONS

CCOMMISSION DECISION (EU) 2022/1229
of 11 July 2022

amending Decisions 2014/312/EU, 2014/391(EU, 2014[763/EU, (EU) 2016/1332 and (EU) 2017176 as
regards the period of validity of the EU Ecolabel criteria and of the related assessment an
verification requirements

(notified under document ((2022)4739)

(Text with EEA relevance)

‘THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 66/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2009 on the
EU Ecolabel (1), and in particular Article 8(2) thereof,

After consulting the European Union Ecolabelling Board,
Whereas:

(1) Regulation (EC) No 66/2010 provides that the EU Ecolabel may be awarded to products with a reduced
environmental impact during their entire life cycle. Specific EU Ecolabel criteria are to be established for cach
product group.

(2) By Decision 2014[312[EU (), the Commission established EU Ecolabel criteria for the product group ‘indoor and
outdoor paints and vamishes. The validity of those criteria and of the related assessment and verification
mqmmnenl& st expirc on 31 Decomber 2022,

(3 By Decision 2014[391/EU (), the Commission established EU Ecolabel criteria for the product group ‘bed
mattresses’. The validity of those criteria and of the related assessment and verification requirements is to expire on
28 July 2022.

(4) By Decision 2014/763/EU (9, the Commission established EU Ecolabel criteria for the product group ‘absorbent
ygiene products. The validity of those criteria and of the related assessment and verification requirements is to
expire on 31 December 2022,

(5) By Decision (EU) 2016/1332 (J, the Commission established EU Ecolabel criteria for the product group ‘furniture’.
The validity of those criteria and of the related assessment and verification requirements is to expire on 28 July

() 0J127,30.12010,p. 1.

9 Commission Decion 2014/312/E of 28 May 2014 ssblsing th colopis et fo the awrd ofthe EU Ecolabel for indoor
and outdoor paints and varnishes (O] L 164, 3 :

0 Cammision Decson 2014/391/EU of 23 1....= Yots establishing the ecologicl critera for the award of the EU Ecolabel for bed
mattresses (0] L 184, 25.6.2014, p. 1

(9 Commission Decision 2014763/EU % 24 Ocober 2014 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the EU Ecolabel for
absorbent hygiene products (O] L 320, 6.11.2014, p. 46).

) Commision Decsion (1) 2016]1332 of 28 uly 2016 csbbing the ccologcal e fo the sward o the EU Ecolbel for
furnitare (0] L 210, 4.8.2016, p. 100).

Amendment of 11 July 2022 (Some updates
in the Criteria list for Furniture Category)
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These documents are available from
the EU Ecolabel, downloadable from the
following link:

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/
circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/
product-groups-and-criteria/furniture-
and-mattresses _en

EU Ecolabel
furniture

www.ecolabel.eu

User Manual

European Commission
EU Ecolabel fumiture
Commission Decision (EU) 2016/1332

User Manual to guide you through the
application process

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture
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DISCLAIMERS

The Guidelines act as a preliminary assessing document for you to consult
and address only the EU Ecolabel for Furniture category. Itis meantto be
used along with the official documents from EU Ecolabel.

This document alone will not be sufficient to apply for the certification.

Itis meant to help beginners and anyone interested in EU Ecolabel for
furniture to get started with the process of applying and get an overview of
what the process looks like.

It can also be helpful in making a decision for those who are in doubt
about whether or not the EU Ecolabel is for them or not.

This document specifically addresses the Furniture product group,
specifically ‘Commission Decision (EU) 2016/1332 of 28 July 2016, yet
the EU Ecolabel extends its certification to over 24 other product groups
(clothing & textiles, cleaning products, electronics etc.).

In case your furniture has mattress, that falls under a different criteria list
and subcategory of ‘Furniture & Mattress’ (https:/environment.ec.europa.
eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/product-groups-and-
criteria/furniture-and-mattresses en).
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HOW TO USE
THE GUIDELINES

The Guidelines for EU Ecolabel Furniture is designed to navigate readers
through the User Manual and the Criteria Document. The purpose is to
simplify the process by offering a Guideline that, when used alongside the
required documents, helps to achieve the EU Ecolabel. As a supplementary
tool, it can be utilized to ensure easy access to schemes and criteria,
reducing time and complexity for the reader.
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DECISIONS

'COMMISSION DECISION (EU) 2016/1332
of 28 July 2016
establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the EU Ecolabel for furniture
(notified under document C(2016) 4778)

(Text with EEA relevance)
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 662010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2009 on
the EU Ecolabel ('), and in particular Articles 6(7) and 8(2) thereof,

After consulting the European Union Eco-labelling Board,
Whereas:

(1) Under Regulation (EC) No 662010, the EU Ecolabel may be awarded to products which have a reduced environ-
mental impact during their entire life cycle.

(2)  Regulation (EC) No 66/2010 provides that specific EU Ecolabel criteria are to be established according to product
groups.

(3)  Commission Decision 2009/894JEC () has established the ecological criteria and the related assessment and
verification requirements for wooden furniture, which are valid until 31 December 2016.

() In order o better reflect the range of furniture products on the market, the state of the art for these products
and to take into account the innovation of the last few years, it is appropriate to extend the scope of the product
group to include non-wooden furniture and to establish a revised set of ecological criteria.

(5)  The revised ecological criteria aim at using materials produced in a more sustainable way (considering a life cycle
analysis approach), limiting the use of hazardous compounds, the levels of hazardous residucs, the contribution
of furniture 1o indoor air pollution and promoting a durable and high-quality product that is easy to repair and
disassemble. The revised criteria, along with the related assessment and verification requirments should be valid
for six years from the date of adoption of this Decision, taking into account the innovation cycle for this product

group.
(6)  Decision 2009]894/EC should thercfore be replaced.
(7)  Itis appropriate to allow a transitional period for producers whose products have been awarded the EU Ecolabel

for wooden furniture on the basis of the ecological criteria set out in Decision 2009/894EC, so that they have
sufficient time to adapt their products to comply with the revised ecological criteria and requirements. Producers
should also be allowed to submit applications based on the ecological criteria set out in Decision 2009/894EC
for a sufficient period of time.

() 0]1.27,30.1.2010,p. 1.
() Commission Decision 2009/894/EC of 30 November 2009 on establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-
Iabel for wooden furniture (O] L 320, 5.12.2009, p. 23).

EU Ecolabel
furniture

www.ecolabel.eu

User Manual

European Commission
EU Ecolabel furniture
Commission Decision (EU) 2016/1332

Official documents
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SCOPE

ELIGIBLE
FURNITURE TYPES

VALIDITY OF THE
LICENSE

The product group “furniture” comprises Free-standing
or built-in units with primary function to either:

Be used for the storage, placement or hanging of
items.

And/or provide surface to rest, sit, eat, study or work
(indoor or outdoor).

Domestic furniture and contract furniture items for
use in domestic or non-domestic environments.
Bed frames, legs, bases and headboards.

‘Product group criteria’ (in this case the ‘Furniture
group criteria’) are usually valid for a period of 3 to
5 years, depending on the Commission decision for
each product group.

The criteria are reviewed prior to their expiration and
may be revised or their validity prolonged.

If criteria are revised, license holders need to renew
their contract.

If criteria validity is prolonged, the contract is
automatically renewed as long as the criteria remain
valid for a product or service.

License holders may use the EU Ecolabel starting
from the date it is awarded until the end of the period
of the validity of the criteria.

NON-ELIGIBLE
FURNITURE TYPES

Bed mattresses (covered by different criteria list)
Streetlights, railings and fences, ladders, clocks,
playground equipment, stand-alone or wall-hung
mirrors, electrical conduits, road bollards

Steps, doors, windows, floor coverings and
cladding.

Second-hand, refinished, refurbished or re-
manufactured furniture products

Furniture fitted in vehicles

Furniture products which consist of more than 5%
(weight by weight) of materials not included in
the following list: solid wood, wood-based panels,
cork, bamboo, rattan, plastics, metals, leather,
coated fabrics, textiles, glass and padding/filling
materials.

GEOGRAPHICAL
SCOPE

EU Ecolabel applications covers all of the European
Economic Area (EEA).

10
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/about-eu-ecolabel_en#frequently-asked-questions

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:European_Economic_Area_(EEA)#:~:text=The%20European%20Economic%20Area%2C%20abbreviated,force%20on%201%20January%201994
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:European_Economic_Area_(EEA)#:~:text=The%20European%20Economic%20Area%2C%20abbreviated,force%20on%201%20January%201994
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:European_Economic_Area_(EEA)#:~:text=The%20European%20Economic%20Area%2C%20abbreviated,force%20on%201%20January%201994
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/faq_en#:~:text=How%20long%20is%20the%20EU,decision%20for%20each%20product%20group.
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/faq_en#:~:text=How%20long%20is%20the%20EU,decision%20for%20each%20product%20group.
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/faq_en#:~:text=How%20long%20is%20the%20EU,decision%20for%20each%20product%20group.

APPLICABILITY

ELIGIBLE
APPLICANTS

WHERE TO APPLY

Brands, manufacturers, importers and service
providers can apply for the EU Ecolabel.

Traders and retailers can only submit applications

for products marketed under their own brand
names.

Every country has a representative, known

as a Competent Body, which assesses the
applications.

Country you should apply to is determined by
the EEA Member State in which the product
originates.

Producers and designers of furniture originating
outside the EEA should apply to the competent

body in the EU country in which they plan to sell.

COMPETENT BODIES IN DENMARK )

For questions related to policies & requlation in Denmark:

Seren March Andersen

Circular Economy [ Ministry of Environment
Slotsholmsgade 12, DK-1216 Copenhagen
Tel: (+45) 22 3525 63

san@mim.dk

For questions related to applications in Denmark:

Jakob Waidtlew

Ecolabelling Denmark

Danish Standards Foundation
Géteborg Plads 1

DK-2150 Nordhavn

Tel: (+45) 72 300 450
jwa@ecolabel.dk

www.ecolabel.dk Y,

12
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APPLICABILITY

WHAT THE
ECOLABEL
COVERS

An application to EU Ecolabel can cover a single
product or a range of products, regardless of
the different names or brands used for the
product(s).

It’s crucial to collect all internal reference
numbers of manufacturers, suppliers, chemical
substances and mixtures used in the product(s).

|
Expenses related to internal work, documentation from suppliers as
well as external testing to be incurred by the applicant.

|

EXTENSION/
CHANGES IN
EXISTING EU
ECOLABEL
LICENSE

The Competent Body needs to be informed and
approve changes such as:
In case of new/additional manufacturers for the
same product.
New technical characteristics which affect
compliance with the current criteria list.
Addition or substitution of new suppliers.
Any other changes, regardless of their affect on
the compliance with criteria.

14 Lifestyle & Design Cluster | Royal Danish Academy

QUALITY
CONTROL

ASSESSMENT OF
COMPLIANCE

RENEWAL OF
LICENSE

The applicant is responsible for keeping track of
their products or service’s compliance with the
criteria throughout the tenure of the awarded
licence.

The applicant must always keep the application
dossier up to date.

In case the product is no longer in compliance
with the criteria, this must be reported to the
Competent Body and they will suggest further
action accordingly.

The Competent Body may, at any reasonable
time and without notice, request, and the licence
holder shall grant, access to the premises.

If the product category’s criteria is revised, then
the license holder needs to renew their license. In
this case, the license holder needs to contact the
Competent Body that awarded them the license.

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture 15
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PROCESS OVERVIEW

1

Start by identifying and
contacting your Competent
Body (CB)

YOUR COMPANY’S
RESPONSIBILITY & TIME.
It depends on how long you
take to complete these steps

\
2 3.

Register on ECAT Make a list of all
(Ecolabel Catalogue) materials that go into
your furniture and

.
I COMPETENT BODIES IN DENMARK

For questions related to policies & requlation in
Denmark:

Seren March Andersen

Circular Economy [ Ministry of Environment
Slotsholmsgade 12, DK-1216 Copenhagen
Tel: (+45) 22 3525 63

san@mim.dk

For questions related to applications in Denmark:

Jakob Waidtlew

Ecolabelling Denmark

Danish Standards Foundation
Goteborg Plads 1

DK-2150 Nordhavn

Tel: (+45) 72 300 450
jwa@ecolabel.dk

www.ecolabel.dk

categorise them as
per material type

. )
| USEFUL LINKS:

How to apply:
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/

circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/how-
apply _en

ECAT:
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/
circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/ecat-

product-catalogue _en

16
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COMPETENT BODY’S TIME (They
usually take 2 months from the
date of your application, under

normal circumstances)

) \
4, S. 6. 7.
As per the material Compile all Apply with the The Competent
list you made, necessary dossier to the Body will access
check which tests documents Competent Body and inform you on
and documents are needed in their decision
needed. a dossier \- /

o
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COSTS

A ee

SMEs and SMEs and SMEs and
Operators Micro- Operators Micro- Operators Micro-
Country Links Standard from _ Standard from - Standard from - Europe Outside Europe
- Entreprises . Entreprises - Entreprises
Developing Developing Developing
countries countries countries
0,15% of
turnover in the Refund of travel, Refund of travel,
http://www.ecolabel.dk/da/in- *k i i i
Denmark e X 125 € +VAT/hour but not exceeding the EU** + VAT Min. 5% accommodatlor.l accommodatlor?
_q_%ecolabel-cost eu-ecolabel 000 € +VAT 600 €+VAT 350 € + VAT application fee 1500 € + o costs and working costs and working
VAT/year hours of 1000 + hours of 1000 +
Max. 25000 € + VAT/day VAT/day
VAT/year

Application/Renewal fees are reduced by 30% for those applicants who are registered under EMAS
or by 15% for those applicants who are certified under ISO 14001. Reductions are not cumulative.

** For licence holders licensed to use the Nordic Ecolabel for the same products during the same
period, the Nordic share of the EU turnover may be excluded from the calculation of the licence fee
for the EU Ecolabel. This does not affect the maximum and minimum fees.

*** The sale is subject to reverse charge. The recipient is liable for the VAT according to article 56
of the Council Directive 2006/112/EC.

Costings listed for Denmark.

Applicant’s expenses comprise of:

- Obtaining all the necessary supporting evidence, including tests, etc.

- Application fee

- An annual licence fee where this is asked for by the Competent Body

- In case an on-site verification is needed, travel and accommodation

costs must be incurred by the applicant

18
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Country

Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Estonia

Finland

France

Application/Renewal Fee

ation Fee

Extension/Modi

Annual Fee

Inspection Fee

SMEs and SMEs and SMEs and
Operators foro_ Operators SR Operators . _
Standard from Ml:ro. Standard from Mlcro. Standard from Ml:ro_ Europe Outside Europe
. Entreprises . Entreprises . Entreprises
Developing Developing Developing
countries countries countries
Min.215 €* Min.510 €*
Max.800 €% Max.600 € Max.350 €] 110€ 110€ 110 € Max.3220 €%
https://www.umweltzeichen.a
interessierte/gebuehren/conte See additional information
nt.html
TAs
 Tas TAs TAs Tas IAs
Min.220 € Not applicable Min.185 €
Max.630 € Max.600 € Max.350 €] PP Max.690 €
https://www.ecolabel.b
e/nl/bedrijven/veelgest Inspection fees will be charged if an on-
elde-vragen site inspection is required outside
2.000 € 600 € 350 €| 0 500 € 200 € Belgium. These charges comprise the
costs of the inspection, including travel
costs, accommodation costs, audit and a
https://www.ecolabel. er diem
e/de/unternehmen/haeul P :
fig-gestellte-fragen
Inspection fees are charged if an on-site
http://www.moew.governmen inspection is required outside Bulgaria.
deinost, eLomark\m\;karna— 600 nes| 480 nes 480 nes; 480 nes; 360 nes| 360 nes 0 These charggs include trav.el costs,
es/administrativna-usluga accommodation costs, audit and per
diem.
. . 0 (Small
https://www.mzoip.hr/e] 1600 (SMEs) Enterprises) 500
n/environment/eco- 2500 "
labels/european-union- (Operators (Medium
2000 HRK! from 1600 HRK| 0 0 0 500 HRK  Enterprises and 0 0 0
" Operators from
Developing "
Countries) Developing
Countries)
Decided case-by-case, according with
expenses.
Compensation for sample
200€ 100€ shipment, tests, shoots,
travel overseas and lodging
https://ekoznacka-
s /e Tt N, 9000 czk 6750 czk 6750 czk 0 15000 czk 11250 czk 3750 czk 0
http://www.envir.ee/et,
el-okomargise- Decided case-by-case, according to
0
o 320€ 250 € 200 €] 200 € 100 € 50 €] expenses.
kasutamise-kulud
http://eu- 115€/hour 115€/hour 115€/hour; 0,15% _5E0 : "
ecolabel.fi/yrityksille/maksut 2.000 € 600 € 350 € Max. 2000 Max. 600 Max. 350 500-25000 25% Compensation for travel and lodging
Depending on the application
1.21 2( 4 1.54 774
O 5€ 600 € 350 € 920 € 60 € 308 €] 543 € € 363 € 1400/day + travel costs
ecolabel-europeen-qu-est-ce- .
que-c-est TAs Tas
TAs TAs TAs| TAs TAs Tas| " "
ot = 2 o = Min. 500 € —<2| 655 - 1 635 (according to the size) +
1200 € 600 € 200 € Not applicable 1500 € Max. 750 € 200 € travel costs

Costings in other European countries, at a glance.
For the detailed PDF: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/eu-ecolabel_fees.pdf

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture
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QUICK CHECKLIST GLOSSARY

The following abbreviations appear throughout the documents from EU
Ecolabel:
REACH: The Regulation on the Registration, Evaluation, Authorization
& Restriction of Chemicals
CLP: Classification, Labelling & Packaging (Regulation to ensure
protection of health & environment)
CoC: Chain of Custody
FSC: Forest Stewardship Council
PEFC: Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification
EPF: European Panel Federation
SDS: Safety Data Sheet (describe the hazards the chemical presents)
VOC: Volatile Organic Compound
SVOC: Semi Volatile Organic Compound
PVC: Poly Vinyl Chloride
IPM: Integrated Pest Management
BCI: Better Cotton Initiative

PUR: Polyurethane
SVHC: Substance of Very High Concern
CMR: Carcinogenic, Mutagenic and Reprotoxic chemicals

EPD: Environmental Product Declaration
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SWOT ANALYSIS OF THE
EU ECOLABEL LICENSE

This ‘Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities & Threats’ analysis of the EU Ecolabel

license has been done to help the user of these guidelines to provide insights and
ideas on the different ways that the EU Ecolabel license can affect your business in.

STRENGTHS

CREDIBILITY
AND TRUST

As EU’s official ecolabel, it is a well-recognized and trusted certification,
enhancing the reputation of furniture products as sustainable. The

EU Ecolabel logo’s use in marketing offers a powerful endorsement,
signifying a product’s environmental sustainability. Certification by the
Type 1 Ecolabel provides sufficient documentation to label the product as
sustainable, enhancing its credibility among consumers and stakeholders.

ADJUSTABILITY

The EU Ecolabel is life cycle based and requirements are unique for each
product group. Requirements are adjusted on an ongoing basis, which
makes it adjustable to the current circumstances.

CONSUMER
APPEAL

Increasing environmental awareness among consumers makes the
Ecolabel an attractive selling point for furniture buyers who prioritize
sustainability. 68 % of the Danes are concerned about what they can do to
care for the environment (YouGov awareness survey, Jan. 2022).

DIFFERENTIATION

It allows certified products to stand out in a crowded market, offering a
competitive advantage over non-certified alternatives. Furthermore, The
EU Ecolabel’s requirements, like a 5-year warranty, design for disassembly
and product testing not only differentiate the product but also foster
better customer relationships. They promote durable, repairable designs,

encouraging sustainable practices that benefit users and the environment.

22 Lifestyle & Design Cluster | Royal Danish Academy

WEAKNESSES
COST OF Obtaining and maintaining the Ecolabel certification can be expensive,
especially for smaller furniture manufacturers, potentially impacting their
CERTIFICATION competitiveness.
COMPLEXITY The stringent criteria and complex application process may deter some

AND CRITERIA

companies from pursuing certification, limiting the number of products
with the label.

Outside environmentally conscious circles, awareness of the Ecolabel’s

LIMITED significance may be limited, reducing its impact on purchasing decisions.
AWARENESS 24 % of the Danes look for the EU Ecolabel when they choose products
(YouGov labeling schemes, Jan. 2022 2(b)).

As the requirements are adjusted on an ongoing basis, the products must
REQUIREMENTS be re-certified in order for the licensee to continue using the label.
The risk of the departure of a key employee responsible for managing
DEPENDENCY the certification process can pose a significant challenge. Their expertise
and understanding of the certification procedures and requirements can
ON PERSONNEL result in a knowledge gap, making it difficult for the company to efficiently
EXPERTISE navigate the certification process, potentially causing delays or hindrances

in obtaining or renewing the certification.

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture
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SWOT ANALYSIS

OPPORTUNITIES
GROWING The increasing focus on sustainability presents a significant opportunity
DEMAND FOR | for furniture companies to leverage the Ecolabel to attract more
SUSTAINABILITY environmentally conscious customers.
Pursuing the Ecolabel encourages research and development of eco-
INNOVATION | friendly materials and production methods, fostering innovation within the
industry. Furthermore, it can enable new partnerships and collaborations,
AND PRODUCT as the holder of the EU Ecolabel can market the expertise and experience
DEVELOPMENT | within obtaining and maintaining a certification as a differentiating
parameter.
The future EU Green Claims Guidelines surpass Forbrugerombudsmanden
CHANGING environmental claims. This higher level of scrutiny ensures certified

products meet comprehensive EU-set environmental standards, enhancing

REGULATIONS the Ecolabel’s credibility as a more robust certification for eco-friendly
furniture.

THREATS
COMPETITIVE Competitors that do not hold the Ecolabel may offer cheaper alternatives,
PRESSURE potentially drawing customers away from certified products.
GREENWASHING Some compan.ies milghF falsely cIaiTn.olr exaggerate their gnvironmental
CONCERNS efforts, potentially diluting the credibility of the Ecolabel if consumers

become skeptical of its authenticity.
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MATERIAL CATEGORIES

The following definitions are from the EU Ecolabel criteria list and User
manual. These definitions have been categorized to make it easier for you
to identify which material category / definition your furniture’s materials fall
under and find the relevant compliance requirements later in the guidelines
for those materials.

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture
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MATERIAL CATEGORIES

LEATHER

(a)

"Aniline leather" means leather whose natural grain is clearly and completely visible and
where any surface coating with a non-pigmented finish is less than or equal to 0,01mm,
as defined in EN 15987;

"Semi-aniline leather" means leather that has been coated with a finish containing a small
amount of pigment, so that the natural grain is clearly visible, as defined in EN 15987

"Pigmented and pigmented split leather" means leather or split leather whose natural
grain or surface is completely concealed with a finish containing pigments, as defined in
EN 15987;

"Patent and patent split leather" means leather or split leather with generally a mirror-like
effect, obtained by application of a layer of pigmented or non-pigmented varnishes, or
synthetic resins, whose thickness does not exceed one third of the total thickness of the
product, as defined in EN 15987;

"Coated and coated split leather" means leather or split leather where the surface coating,
applied to the outer side, does not exceed one third of the total thickness of the product
but is in excess of 0,15 mm, as defined in EN 15987,

VOC & SVOC

(f)

"Volatile organic compound" (VOC) means any organic compound having an initial boiling
point of less than or equal to 250°C measured at a standard pressure of 101.3 kPa as
defined in Directive 2004/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council® and
which, in a capillary column, are eluting up to and including tetradecane (Ci4Hso);

“Semi volatile organic compound” (SVOC) means any organic compound having a boiling
point of greater than 250 °C and less than 370 °C measured at a standard pressure of
101,3 kPa and which, in a capillary column are eluting with a retention range after n-
tetradecane (Ci4H30) and including n-Docosane (Co;Hae);

26
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s N (G ™
EUROPEAN STANDARD EN 15987 @ EN 15987 preview link:
NORME EUROPEENNE https.//standards.iteh.ai/catalog/
EUROPAISCHE NORM RS standards/cen/baeb7f2a-e609-

4c/0-ad86-46511b60f1f9/en-

ICS 01.040.59; 59.140.99 Supersedes EN 15987:2011 w

Link for purchasing The standard:

_ _ https:.//webshop.ds.dk/standard/

English Version
M354409/ds-en-15987-2022
Leather - Terminology - Key definitions for the leather trade

N\ AN J
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https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/bae57f2a-e609-4c70-ad86-46511b60f1f9/en-15987-2015
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/bae57f2a-e609-4c70-ad86-46511b60f1f9/en-15987-2015
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/bae57f2a-e609-4c70-ad86-46511b60f1f9/en-15987-2015

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/bae57f2a-e609-4c70-ad86-46511b60f1f9/en-15987-2015

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/bae57f2a-e609-4c70-ad86-46511b60f1f9/en-15987-2015

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/bae57f2a-e609-4c70-ad86-46511b60f1f9/en-15987-2015

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M354409/ds-en-15987-2022
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M354409/ds-en-15987-2022

MATERIAL CATEGORIES

RECYCLED MATERIALS

(h)

"Recycled content” means the proportion, by mass, of recycled material in a product or
packaging; only pre-consumer and post-consumer materials are considered as recycled
content, as defined in ISO 14021;

"Pre-consumer material' means material diverted from the waste stream during a
manufacturing process but excluding the reutilization of materials such as rework, regrind
or scrap generated in a process and capable of being reclaimed within the same process
that generated it as defined in ISO 14021 and also excludes waste wood, chips and fibres
from logging and sawmilling operations;

"Post-consumer material' means material generated by households or by commercial,
industrial and institutional facilities in their role as end-users of the product which can no
longer be used for its intended purpose, including returns of material from the distribution
chain, as defined in ISO 14021;

"Recovered/reclaimed material" means material that would have otherwise been disposed
of as waste or used for energy recovery, but has instead been collected and
recovered/reclaimed as a material input, in lieu of new primary material, for a recycling or
a manufacturing process, as defined in ISO 14021,

"Recycled material" means material that has been reprocessed from recovered/reclaimed
material by means of a manufacturing process and made into a final product or into a
component for incorporation into a product as defined in ISO 14021, but excludes waste
wood, chips and fibres from logging and sawmilling operations;

i I
@ ISO 14021 preview link:
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/
standards/cen/740979f3-489e-
483a-ba9e-6193ffbe811b/en-
iso-14021-2016

Link for purchasing The standard:
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/
M300296/ds—en—iso—14021—201@

28
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https://www.shapesbyhydro.com/en/material-properties/understanding-the-definitions-and-differences-in-recycled-aluminium/
https://www.shapesbyhydro.com/en/material-properties/understanding-the-definitions-and-differences-in-recycled-aluminium/
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/740979f3-489e-483a-ba9e-6f93ffbe811b/en-iso-14021-2016

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/740979f3-489e-483a-ba9e-6f93ffbe811b/en-iso-14021-2016

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/740979f3-489e-483a-ba9e-6f93ffbe811b/en-iso-14021-2016

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/740979f3-489e-483a-ba9e-6f93ffbe811b/en-iso-14021-2016

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M300296/ds-en-iso-14021-2016
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M300296/ds-en-iso-14021-2016

MATERIAL CATEGORIES

WOOD PANEL BOARDS

(m)

"Wood-based panels” means panels fabricated from wood fibres by one of several
different processes that may involve the use of elevated temperatures, pressures and
binding resins or adhesives;

"Oriented Strand Board" means multi-layered board mainly made from strands of wood
together with a binder, as defined in EN 300. The strands in the external layer are aligned
and parallel to the board length or width. The strands in the internal layer or layers can be
randomly orientated or aligned, generally at right angles to the strands in the external
layers;

"Particleboard" means a panel material manufactured under pressure and heat from
particles of wood (wood flakes, chips, shavings, saw-dust and similar) and/or other
lignocellulosic material in particle form (flax shives, hemp shives, bagasse fragments and
similar), with the addition of an adhesive, as defined in EN 3089;

"Plywood" means wood-based panels consisting of an assembly of layers glued together
with the direction of the grain in adjacent layers usually at right angles, as defined in EN
313. Many different sub-categories of plywood can be referred to based on how the
plywood is structured (such as, veneer plywood, core plywood, balanced plywood) or its
predominant end use (for instance, marine plywood);

"Fibreboards" means a broad set of panel types which are defined in EN 316 and EN 622
and which can be split into the sub-categories of hardboards, medium boards, soft-boards
and dry-process boards based on their physical properties and production process;

()

EN 316 preview link:

~

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/

standards/cen/4cc85e45-20ee-

4daa-9ab9-2b85ad22b2b7/en-

316-2009
Link for purchasing The standard:

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/

M230499/ds-en-516-2009

. I
@ EN 300 preview link:
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/
standards/cen/08948e55-7bla-
4e/f-bbl10-8dc4dc6e01bf/en-300-
2006
Link for purchasing The standard:
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/
M319333/ds-en-300-220-
2-v3-2-1-2018

o /

@ N

EN 309 preview link:
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/
standards/cen/a9e84690-83e/-

4416-ad/3-51b3d54c5ea3/en-
309-2005

Link for purchasing The standard:
https.//webshop.ds.dk/

standard/55251/ds-en-309-2005
o J

S

_/
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EUROPEAN STANDARD EN 313-1
NORME EUROPEENNE

EUROPAISCHE NORM March 1996

ICS 79.060.10 Supersedes EN 313-1:1992

Descriptors: wooden boards, plywood, classification

English version

Plywood - Classification and terminology - Part 1:
Classification

@ N

EN 313 preview link:
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/
standards/cen/e5a0838b-394e-

4806-9cfa-90fa/52a7d09/en-
313-1-1996

Link for purchasing The standard:
https://webshop.ds.dk/
itondord/25278/ds—en—313—1—1996/

@ N

EN 622 preview link:
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/preview/
M322966

Link for purchasing The standard:
https:.//webshop.ds.dk/en/
standard/M322966/ds-
en-622-4-2019

o J
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https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/4cc85e45-20ee-4daa-9ab9-2b85ad22b2b7/en-316-2009
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/4cc85e45-20ee-4daa-9ab9-2b85ad22b2b7/en-316-2009
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/4cc85e45-20ee-4daa-9ab9-2b85ad22b2b7/en-316-2009

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/4cc85e45-20ee-4daa-9ab9-2b85ad22b2b7/en-316-2009

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/4cc85e45-20ee-4daa-9ab9-2b85ad22b2b7/en-316-2009

https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/4cc85e45-20ee-4daa-9ab9-2b85ad22b2b7/en-316-2009

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M230499/ds-en-316-2009
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M230499/ds-en-316-2009
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/08948e55-7b1a-4e7f-bb10-8dc4dc6e01bf/en-300-2006
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/08948e55-7b1a-4e7f-bb10-8dc4dc6e01bf/en-300-2006
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/a9e84690-83e7-4416-ad73-51b3d54c5ea3/en-309-2005
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/a9e84690-83e7-4416-ad73-51b3d54c5ea3/en-309-2005
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/e5a0838b-394e-4806-9cfa-90fa752a7d09/en-313-1-1996
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/e5a0838b-394e-4806-9cfa-90fa752a7d09/en-313-1-1996
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/preview/M322966
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/08948e55-7b1a-4e7f-bb10-8dc4dc6e01bf/en-300-2006
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/08948e55-7b1a-4e7f-bb10-8dc4dc6e01bf/en-300-2006
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/08948e55-7b1a-4e7f-bb10-8dc4dc6e01bf/en-300-2006
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/08948e55-7b1a-4e7f-bb10-8dc4dc6e01bf/en-300-2006
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M319333/ds-en-300-220-2-v3-2-1-2018
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M319333/ds-en-300-220-2-v3-2-1-2018
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M319333/ds-en-300-220-2-v3-2-1-2018
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/a9e84690-83e7-4416-ad73-51b3d54c5ea3/en-309-2005
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/a9e84690-83e7-4416-ad73-51b3d54c5ea3/en-309-2005
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/a9e84690-83e7-4416-ad73-51b3d54c5ea3/en-309-2005
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/a9e84690-83e7-4416-ad73-51b3d54c5ea3/en-309-2005
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/55251/ds-en-309-2005
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/55251/ds-en-309-2005
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/e5a0838b-394e-4806-9cfa-90fa752a7d09/en-313-1-1996
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/e5a0838b-394e-4806-9cfa-90fa752a7d09/en-313-1-1996
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/e5a0838b-394e-4806-9cfa-90fa752a7d09/en-313-1-1996
https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/e5a0838b-394e-4806-9cfa-90fa752a7d09/en-313-1-1996
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/25278/ds-en-313-1-1996
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/25278/ds-en-313-1-1996
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/preview/M322966
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/preview/M322966
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M322966/ds-en-622-4-2019
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M322966/ds-en-622-4-2019
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M322966/ds-en-622-4-2019

MATERIAL CATEGORIES

WOOD PRESERVATIVE/ DISINFECTANT/ ANTI-TERMITE

FORMALDEHYDE IN WOOD PANEL BOARD

(t)

(u)

"Finishing operations" means methods where an over-layer or coating is applied to the
surface of a material. Methods may include the application of paints, prints, varnishes,
veneers, laminates, impregnated papers and finishing foils;

"Biocidal product" as defined in Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 of the European Parliament
and of the Council” means:

any substance or mixture, in the form in which it is supplied to the user,

consisting of, containing or generating one or more active substances, with the intention of
destroying, deterring, rendering harmless, preventing the action of, or otherwise exerting a
controlling effect on, any harmful organism by any means other than mere physical or
mechanical action,

any substance or mixture generated from substances or mixtures which do not themselves
fall under the preceeding paragraph, to be used with the intention of destroying, deterring,
rendering harmless, preventing the action of, or otherwise exerting a controlling effect on,
any harmful organism by any means other than mere physical or mechanical means, and

a treated article that has a primary biocidal function;

"Wood preservatives" means biocidal products which are applied by surface treatment (e.q.
spraying, brushing) or deep penetrating processes (e.g. vacuum-pressure, double vacuum)
to wood (i.e., logs received at the sawmill for commercial use and for all subsequent uses

(W) "E1" means a classification for formaldehyde-containing wood-based panels adopted
across EU Member States based on formaldehyde emissions. According to the definition
provided in Annex B to EN 13986, a wood-based panel shall be classified as E1 if
emissions are equivalent to steady state concentrations of less than or equal to 0.1 ppm
(0.124 mg/m?) of formaldehyde after 28 days of a chamber test carried out according to
EN 717-1 or that the formaldehyde content is determined to be less than or equal to 8
mg/100 g oven dry board when measured according to EN 120 or that formaldehyde
emission rates are less than or equal to 3.5 mg/m?2h according to EN 717-2 or less than
or equal to 5.0 mg/m2.h according to the same method but within 3 days after production;

of the wood and wood-based products) or wood-based products themselves, or which are
applied to non-wood substrates (e.g. masonry and building foundations) solely for the
purpose of protecting adjacent wood or wood-based products from attack by wood-
destroying organisms (e.g. dry rot and termites) according to the definition agreed upon by
the European Committee for Standardisation (source CEN/TC 38 "Durability of wood and
wood-based products”);

FAUX LEATHER /7 COATED FABRICS

(x) "Coated fabrics" means fabrics with an adherent, discrete continuous layer of rubber
and/or plastic based material on one or both surfaces, as defined in EN 13360, including
upholstery materials commonly referred to as "faux leather”;

s N
EUROPEAN STANDARD EN 13360 @

~

EN 309 preview link:

NORME EUROPEENNE

https://webshop.ds.dk/en/

EUROPAISCHE NORM

December 2002

preview/39390
Link for purchasing The standard:

ICS 01.040.59; 59.080.40

https://webshop.ds.dk/

en/standard/39390/ds

English version

en-13360-2003

Rubber- or plastics-coated fabrics - Terminology _

J

32

Lifestyle & Design Cluster | Royal Danish Academy

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture 33


https://webshop.ds.dk/en/preview/39390
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/preview/39390
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/preview/39390
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/39390/ds-en-13360-2003
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/39390/ds-en-13360-2003
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/39390/ds-en-13360-2003

MATERIAL CATEGORIES

BIODEGRADABLE SUBSTANCES

(r) "Readily biodegradable substance" means a substance that shows 70% degradation of
dissolved organic carbon within 28 days or 60% of theoretical maximum oxygen depletion
or carbon dioxide generation within 28 days using one of the following test methods:
OECD 301 A, ISO 7827, OECD 301 B, ISO 9439, OECD 301 C, OECD 301 D, ISO 10708,
OECD 301 E, OECD 301 F, ISO 9408;

(s) "Inherently biodegradable substance" means a substance that shows 70% degradation of
dissolved organic carbon within 28 days or 60% of theoretical maximum oxygen depletion
or carbon dioxide generation within 28 days using one of the following test methods: ISO
14593, OECD 302 A, ISO 9887, OECD 302 B, ISO 9888, OECD 302 C;

TEXTILES & FIBRES

(y) "Textiles" mean natural fibres, synthetic fibres and man-made cellulose fibres;

(2) "Natural fibres" means cotton and other natural cellulosic seed fibres, flax and other bast
fibres, wool and other keratin fibres;

(aa) "Synthetic fibres" means acrylic, elastane, polyamide, polyester and polypropylene fibres;
(bb) "Man-made cellulose fibres" means lyocell, modal and viscose fibres;

UPHOLSTERY

(cc) "Upholstery" means the materials used in the craft of covering, padding and stuffing of

seating, bedding or other furniture products and may include covering materials such as
leather, coated fabrics and textiles as well as padding materials such as flexible cellular
polymeric materials based on rubber latex and polyurethane;

34 Lifestyle & Design Cluster | Royal Danish Academy

Following are links to detailed testing methods suggested in the criteria. These links are for you to quickly
glance through them to help you build a better understanding of the testing methods and what they entail.
The links are only previews.

Test methods for ‘readily biodegradable substance’:

OECD 301A.B.C.D. E. F:
https.//www.situbiosciences.com/product/oecd-301a-biodegradation-test-doc/
ISO 7827

https.//www.iso.org/standard/46248.html

ISO 9439

https.//www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:is0:9439:ed-2:v1:en

iso 10708

https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:is0:10708:ed-1:v1:.en

iso 9408

https.//www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso0:9408:ed-2:vl:en

Test methods for ‘inherently biodegradable substance’:

iso 14593 :

https.//www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:14593:ed-1:vl:en

OECD 302 a:
https.//read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302a-inherent-biodegradability-modified-scas-
test 9789264070363-en#pageb

OECD 302 b:
https.//read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302b-inherent-biodegradability-zahn-wellens-evpa-
test 9789264070387-en#pagel

OECD 302 C:
https.//read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302c-inherent-biodegradability-modified-miti-test-
i 9789264070400-en#pagel

iso 9887:

https.//www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:is0:9887:ed-1.vl:en

iso 9888:

https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:is0:9888:ed-2:v1:en
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https://www.situbiosciences.com/product/oecd-301a-biodegradation-test-doc/

https://www.iso.org/standard/46248.html
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:9439:ed-2:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:10708:ed-1:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:9408:ed-2:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:14593:ed-1:v1:en
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302a-inherent-biodegradability-modified-scas-test_9789264070363-en#page6
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302a-inherent-biodegradability-modified-scas-test_9789264070363-en#page6
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302b-inherent-biodegradability-zahn-wellens-evpa-test_9789264070387-en#page1
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302b-inherent-biodegradability-zahn-wellens-evpa-test_9789264070387-en#page1
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302c-inherent-biodegradability-modified-miti-test-ii_9789264070400-en#page1
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/test-no-302c-inherent-biodegradability-modified-miti-test-ii_9789264070400-en#page1
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:9887:ed-1:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/en/#iso:std:iso:9888:ed-2:v1:en

MATERIAL CATEGORIES

UN-CATEGORISED

(dd)

"Substance’, means a chemical element and its compounds in the natural state or
obtained by any manufacturing process, including any additive necessary to preserve its
stability and any impurity deriving from the process used, but excluding any solvent which
may be separated without affecting the stability of the substance or changing its
composition, as defined in Article 3(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European
Parliament and of the Council?;

"Mixture" means a mixture or solution composed of two or more substances as defined in
Article 3(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006;

"Component part" means rigid and discrete units whose shape and form does not need to
be altered prior to assembly of the final product in its fully functional form, although its

position may change during use of the final product and includes hinges, screws, frames,
drawers, wheels and shelves;

"Component materials" means materials whose shape and form may change prior to
furniture assembly or during use of the furniture product, and includes textiles, leather,
coated fabrics and polyurethane foams used in upholstery. Supplied timber may be
considered as a component material but be later sawn and treated to be converted into a
component part.

36
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The specific assessment and verification requirements are indicated
within each criterion. Where the applicant is required to provide

the following materials (even the ones from your suppliers) to the
Competent Body, to show compliance with the criteria:

Declarations, documentation, analyses, test reports, or other
evidence to show compliance with the criteria, either from the
applicant and/or their supplier(s), etc., as appropriate.

Test methods other than those indicated for each criterion may be
used if the competent body assessing the application accepts their
equivalence.

Where appropriate, test methods other than those indicated for each
criterion may be used if the competent body assessing the application
accepts their equivalence. Contacting the Competent Body in this
case, is highly recommended.

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

1. PRODUCT
DESCRIPTION

Technical drawings that illustrate the different
component parts/materials and sub-component parts/
materials used in the assembly of the furniture product.
Provide a comprehensive bill of materials indicating the
total product unit weight and the weight distribution
among solid wood, wood-based panels, cork, bamboo,
rattan, plastics, metals, leather, textiles, coated fabrics,
glass, padding/filling, and any “other” materials. These

materials should comprise 95% of the furniture’s weight.

“Other materials” must not exceed 5% of the total
product weight (excluding packaging). Express material

weights in grams or kilograms and as a percentage of
the total product unit weight.
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Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT
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Component part No. /

2 - Spring
3 - Self-tapping screw

4 - Stacking pad
5 - Link's hole caps

6 - Four-leg round base

7 - Front foot for four-
leg round base without
felt

Materials Weight (g) % weight

1 — Polypropylene 1648 (x1) 271%

2 - Stainless Steel 2.5 (x2) 0.1%

3 — Stainless Steel 1 (x4) 0.1%

4 — Polypropylene 992 (x1) 16.3%

Chair

5 — Polypropylene 2 (x4) 0.1%
6 - Steel 3407 (x1) 56.1%

7 - Polyethylene 3 (x4) 0.2%
Total chair weight 6076 100%

Cardboard 1105 97.1%

Polyethylene 26 2.3%

Packaging Steel 5 0.4%

Paper 2 0.2%

Packaging weight 1138 100%
Chair weight 6076 81.3%
3:?9’::'5 Packaging weight 1138 18.7%
Total weight 7214 100%

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

2. GENERAL
HAZARDOUS
SUBSTANCE

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT
REQUIREMENTS

2.1 RESTRICTION OF SVHCs

Compiled declarations from suppliers of the
non-presence of SVHCs above 0.1% (w/w) in all
supplied component parts/materials used in the
furniture product.

In the case of supplied textile fabrics or fibres
that are EU Ecolabel certified, a copy of the

EU Ecolabel certificate is sufficient as proof of
compliance.

A declaration that the final furniture product (as
a single complex article) does not contain SVHCs
above 0.1% (w/w).

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT/SUPPLIER

@ SVHC: Substance of Very High Concemj
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

2. GENERAL
HAZARDOUS
SUBSTANCE
REQUIREMENTS

2_2(A) CLP RESTRICTION OF SUBSTANCES Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT
AND MIXTURES USED BY THE FURNITURE
MANUFACTURER

Compiled list of all the substances and mixtures
that have been directly used, under their control,
in the production or treatment of articles used in
the final furniture product.

The required docs depend on the substance or
mixture’s role in compliance, like Safety Data
Sheets (SDS). If needed, extra docs explaining
why it's not in the product above 0.1%, or proof of
compliance with derogation conditions.

If a substance or mixture lacks a hazard
classification and no SDS is available, you'll need
a brief statement from the supplier confirming
this for compliance.

If using a restricted substance in small amounts
(less than 0.1%), provide SDS and a document
with calculations showing why it remains below
0.1% in the final product.

For compliance through derogations, provide

SDS, a compliance declaration, and necessary
supporting docs and justifications.

i CLP: Classification, Labelling & Packaging
SDS: Safety data sheet

42 Lifestyle & Design Cluster | Royal Danish Academy Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture 43




ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

2. GENERAL
HAZARDOUS
SUBSTANCE
REQUIREMENTS

(D)

J

This criterion
shall not apply

less than 25g and
that do not come
into direct contact
with users during

normal use.
NG J

2.2(B) CLP RESTRICTION OF SUBSTANCES AND
MIXTURES USED BY SUPPLIERS IN DEFINED

toindividual | COMPONENT MATERIALS
component parts/ -
materials from . CLP: Classification, Labelling & Packaging (Regulation to ensure
suppliers that weigh P protection of health & environment)]

Criterion 2.2(b) is essentially the same as 2.2(a), but
with a narrower scope as information is required
only for certain types of substance/chemical or
mixture.

For composite component parts that are supplied
(e.qg. office chair wheels with both plastic and metals
parts) the declaration should cover substances and
mixtures used for both types of material.

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT
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Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER of any solid  Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER of any
wood or wood-based panel components metal components

Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER of any Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER of any
plastic components textile, leather or coated fabric materials

Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER of any
upholstery padding materials
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

3. WOOD AND

WOOD-BASED

MATERIALS

3.1 SUSTAINABLE WOOD

Applicant to provide their valid FSC/PEFC CoC
certificates and those of all relevant suppliers they
trade with.
Verify 70% sustainable wood through labels (FSC
or PEFC).
Or
Delivery invoices with specified claims of
inputs of sustainable certified virgin material or
recycled material. Verify invoices via third party.
Non-certified material must be legally sourced,
GMO-free, and not from plantations converted
into forests post-2011 or that are undergoing
conversion.

i GMO: Genetically modified organisms
FSC: Forest Stewardship Council
PEFC: Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

46
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

3. WOOD AND
WOOD-BASED
MATERIALS

3.2 RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES

(A) CONTAMINANTS IN RECYCLED WOOD
USED IN WOOD-BASED PANELS

Applicant to provide
Declaration 3.2 (a) from the panel manufacturer
that no recycled wood was used in the panel.

Or
Declare all recycled wood fibers tested under
the 2002 “EPF Standard conditions for recycled
wood delivery.” Support with test reports proving
compliance with specified limits.

(B) HEAVY METALS IN PAINTS, PRIMERS AND
VARNISHES

Applicant or material supplier to provide
Declaration 3.2 (b) of compliance and attach the
respective SDS from the suppliers of the paints,
primers and/or varnishes used.

i EPFE: European Panel Federation
SDS: safety data sheet

D
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Declaration to be completed by the MANUFACTURER

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT or SUPPLIER
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

3. WOOD AND
WOOD-BASED
MATERIALS

3.2 RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES

(C) VOC CONTENT IN PAINTS AND VARNISHES

! Criterion exempt for untreated or naturally treated wooden
surfaces. Applies only if coated wood exceeds 5% w/w in the final

furniture (excluding packaging).

Not mandatory if criterion 9.5 compliance is shown.

Applicant to declare compliance. Specify if achieved
through exemption or controlled VOC use in coating.

For controlled VOC use, applicant’s declaration
needs paint/primer/varnish supplier’s info on VOC
content and density (in g/L). Include a calculation of
effective percentage VOC content.

If the VOC content of the paint, primer or varnish

is greater than 5% (in-can concentration), then the

applicant shall either:
Provide calculations showing VOCs applied to the
coated surface area of the assembled furniture
product is under 80 g/m2, following the quidance
in the calculation sheet.
Calculate VOCs applied to the coated surface
area of assembled furniture (<60 g/m2) using
guidance in the calculation sheet. Provide test
reports demonstrating surface finish compliance
with Table 1 (Commission Decision (EU)
2016/1332 Page .210/107).

50
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Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

3. WOOD AND
WOOD-BASED
MATERIALS

3.3 FORMALDEHYDE EMISSIONS

The wood-based panel supplier shall provide a
declaration of compliance, supported by test reports
as follows, depending on the certification scheme it
falls under:
EU scheme: Test reports should be provided
according to either: EN /17-1, EN 71/-2 or EN 120.
US scheme: Test reports should be provided
according to either ASTM E1333, ASTM D5582 or
ASTM D6007.
Japanese scheme: Test reports should be
provided according to either: JIS A 5905, 5908 or
1460.
Applicant must declare no additional formaldehyde-
based treatment or modifications compromising
compliance with emission limits in European,

American, or Japanese schemes for supplied panels.

(M) . . . N
EN 717-1, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https.//webshop.ds.dk/standard/50196/ds-en-/17-1-2004

EN 717-2, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https.//webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M338131/ds-en-iso-7/17-2-2020
EN 120, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https.//webshop.ds.dk/standard/13232/ds-en-120-1994

ASTM E1333, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https.//webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/A001565/astm-e133-92-2022
ASTM D5582-22, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https.//webshop.ds.dk/standard/A009325/astm-d5582-22

ASTM ASTM D6007 - 22, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https.//webshop.ds.dk/da/standard/A010108/astm-d6007-22

- /

Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

(D
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JIS A 5905, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https://global.ihs.com/doc detail.cfm?document name=J1S%20
A%2059058&item s key=00226797

JIS A 5908, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https://global.ihs.com/doc detail.cfm?document name=J1S%20
A%2059088&item s key=00227202

JIS A 1460, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https://global.ihs.com/doc detail.cfm?document name=J1S%20
A%201460&item s _key=00404414

~

/
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https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/50196/ds-en-717-1-2004

https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M338131/ds-en-iso-717-2-2020
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/13232/ds-en-120-1994

https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/A001565/astm-e133-92-2022
https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/A009325/astm-d5582-22

https://webshop.ds.dk/da/standard/A010108/astm-d6007-22

https://global.ihs.com/doc_detail.cfm?document_name=JIS%20A%205905&item_s_key=00226797

https://global.ihs.com/doc_detail.cfm?document_name=JIS%20A%205905&item_s_key=00226797

https://global.ihs.com/doc_detail.cfm?document_name=JIS%20A%205908&item_s_key=00227202

https://global.ihs.com/doc_detail.cfm?document_name=JIS%20A%205908&item_s_key=00227202

https://global.ihs.com/doc_detail.cfm?document_name=JIS%20A%201460&item_s_key=00404414
https://global.ihs.com/doc_detail.cfm?document_name=JIS%20A%201460&item_s_key=00404414

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

4. PLASTIC
PARTS

4.1 MARKING OF PLASTIC COMPONENT PARTS

The restriction on plastics from Vinyl Chloride Monomer implies a
de facto ban on PVC in EU Ecolabel furniture.

Applicant needs to provide:
Provide a declaration listing plastic components
>100g in the final furniture product, specifying if
marked according to EN ISO 11469 and EN ISO
1043 (parts 1-4). Include justifications for any
non-marked plastic components.
Request SDS or info from plastic component
supplier(s) specifying polymer type and additives
relevant for marking code.
Optional analytical evidence needed for polymer
type and additives in doubt or when suppliers
don’t provide info for components >100g in
weight.

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

e
\D ENISO 11469, Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M300090/ds-en-iso-11469-2016

EN ISO 1043 (part 1). Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:

https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M300526/ds-en-iso-1043-1-

2011-a1-2016
EN ISO 1043 (part 2) . Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M236542/ds-en-iso-1043-2-2012
EN ISO 1043 (part 3) , Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M299922/ds-en-iso-1043-3-2016
EN ISO 1043 (part 4), Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:

https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M344593/ds-en-iso-1043-4-2021

SDS: Safety data sheet
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https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M300090/ds-en-iso-11469-2016

https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M300526/ds-en-iso-1043-1-2011-a1-2016

https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M300526/ds-en-iso-1043-1-2011-a1-2016

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M236542/ds-en-iso-1043-2-2012

https://webshop.ds.dk/standard/M299922/ds-en-iso-1043-3-2016

https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M344593/ds-en-iso-1043-4-2021


Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

4. PARTS

4.2 RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES: HEAVY METALS
IN PLASTIC ADDITIVES PARTS

V) Inaddition to the general requirements for hazardous substances
stated in Criterion 2, the conditions listed below shall apply for
plastic component parts

Applicant needs to provide, as appropriate:
For 100% virgin plastic: A declaration from the
supplier stating no cadmium, chromium VI, lead,
mercury, or tin additives, supported by a relevant
SDS.
For 100% virgin plastic without declaration or SDS:
Provide test reports confirming compliance with Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER
limits for cadmium, chromium VI, lead, mercury, or
tin (0.02 or 100 mg/kg) using prescribed methods
(acid digestion + ICP or AA, XRF, or EN 71-3).
For plastic with recycled content: Provide test
reports confirming compliance with limits for

cadmium, chromium VI, lead, mercury, or tin (0.2
or 1000 mg/kg) using prescribed methods (acid
digestion + ICP or AA, XRF, or EN 71-3).

i EN 71-3., Link for Preview & purchasing The standard:
https://webshop.ds.dk/en/standard/M348508/ds-en-71-3-
2019-a1-2021

SDS: safety data sheet
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

4. PLASTIC
PARTS

4.3 RECYCLED PLASTIC CONTENT

e
@ Only applies if the total content of plastic material in the furniture
product exceeds 20% of the total product weight (excluding

packaging).

The average recycled content of plastic parts (not including
packaging) shall be at least 30 % w/w.

~

v

Applicant needs to provide declarations to support
the claim of use of recycled plastic by:
Provide a breakdown of all plastic components
in the furniture, specifying their weights and
minimum recycled contents.
Obtain supplier declarations specifying the
minimum recycled content of supplied plastic
components and their sources.
For in-house moulding of plastic components:
Submit delivery invoices from plastic
manufacturers, stating average recycled content
and the amount utilized in the production line for
components used in EU Ecolabel furniture.

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

5. METALS
5.1 ELECTROPLATING RESTRICTIONS

i the conditions listed below shall apply for metal components in the
furniture product in addition to criterion 2

Applicant needs to provide:
A list of all metal component parts in the furniture
product, indicating which have been electroplated
and if so, with which metal.
Obtain supplier declarations for metal
components, confirming electroplating details,
including the metal used (differentiating between
chromium III and chromium VI).

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

60 Lifestyle & Design Cluster | Royal Danish Academy

Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER

5.2 HEAVY METALS IN PAINTS AND PRIMERS

The applicant or material supplier, as appropriate,
shall provide a declaration of compliance and
provide the respective SDS from the suppliers of the
paints, primers and/or varnishes used.

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT or SUPPLIER
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

5. METALS

5.3 VOC CONTENT IN PAINTS, PRIMERS AND
VARNISHES

! Only apply when the content of coated metal component parts exceeds

5% w/w in the final furniture product (excluding packaging).

This criterion shall not be necessary if compliance with criterion 9.5 can
be demonstrated

Applicant must declare compliance, specifying if
achieved through exemption.
or
If it’s through controlled VOC use in the coating
operation, applicant’s declaration needs supplier info
on VOC content and density (in g/L) with effective
percentage VOC content calculation. If paint/
primer/varnish has over 5% VOC content (in-can),
the applicant must either:
Offer calculations proving the effective VOC
quantity applied to the coated surface area of the
assembled furniture product.
Calculate VOCs applied to the final furniture’s
coated surface area (<60 g/m2) per the
calculation sheet. Include test reports
demonstrating surface finish compliance with the
specified table requirements.
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Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT or SUPPLIER
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

6. UPHOLSTERY
COVERING
MATERIALS

@ N
Upholstery
covering materials
manufactured
using Vinyl Chloride
Monomer (VCM)
shall not be used
in any part of the
furniture product.

A J

6.1 PHYSICAL QUALITY REQUIREMENTS

Applicant needs to provide:
Summarize approved upholstery materials for EU
Ecolabel marketing, specifying provided evidence for
each.
Obtain declarations from material suppliers
confirming conformity with physical quality
requirements, supported by copies of pertinent test
reports.
If material supplier declarations are unavailable,
submit test results from applicant-submitted
materials for testing per criterion 6.2 requirements.
For textile fabrics with the EU Ecolabel, submit the
EU Ecolabel certificate instead of test reports (per
Commission Decision 2014/350/EU).

Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT
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Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER of Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER of

TEXTILE FABRIC upholstery materials LEATHER upholstery materials

Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER of
COATED FABRIC upholstery materials

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

6. UPHOLSTERY

COVERING
MATERIALS
6.2 CHEMICAL TESTING REQUIREMENTS Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER
of TEXTILE FABRIC or COATED FABRIC Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER of
Ap p| icant needs to P rovide: upholstery materials LEATHER upholstery materials

Summary (including evidence you will provide) of all
different upholstery material that the furniture may be
marketed with EU Ecolabel.

Declaration from material suppliers and copies of
their respective test reports, that are relevant

In the absence of supplier declarations, provide test
results from applicant-submitted materials tested
according to criterion 6.2 requirements.

In case EU Ecolabel awarded textile fabrics (per
Commission Decision 2014/350/EU) are used,
submitting the EU Ecolabel certificate suffices, replacing
the need for test reports.

Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

6. UPHOLSTERY
COVERING
MATERIALS

Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER or
6.3 RESTRICTIONS DURING PRODUCTION Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT MANUFACTURER of upholstery covering(s)
PROCESSES

Criterion applies only if upholstery materials are over 1.0% w/w of
total furniture weight (excluding packaging). Supplier must adhere to
restrictions on hazardous substance use during production.

Applicant needs to provide:
Summary (including evidence you will provide) of all
different upholstery material that the furniture may be
marketed with EU Ecolabel.
Declaration from material suppliers and copies of
their respective SDS, test reports or company records
that are relevant.

In case EU Ecolabel awarded textile fabrics (per
Commission Decision 2014/350/EU) are used,
submitting the EU Ecolabel certificate suffices, replacing
the need for test reports.
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

6. UPHOLSTERY - Adeclaration of the minimum IPM cotton content,
COVERING supported by evidence that supplying farms have
MATERIALS participated in formal training programmes of the UN FAO

or Government IPM and ICM programmes and/or have
been audited as part of third party certified IPM schemes.
Claims should be based on an annual basis for each
country of origin or on purchase records for IPM cotton
used in the product. Additionally, suppliers shall declare
Cotton-based fabrics with the EU Ecolabel (per Commission Decision that none of a list of some 22 banned pesticides (see
2014/350/EU) meet this criterion by submitting the EU Ecolabel o .
certificate. criterion 6.4b for full list, page L21/129) have been used
)

during cultivation of cotton crops.

6.4 COTTON AND OTHER NATURAL
CELLULOSIC SEED FIBRES

= ) . L N
\D Cotton with 70% or more recycled content is exempt from criterion 6.4
requirements.

.

Applicant to declare use of cotton-based textile fabrics
in upholstery materials. Provide relevant evidence as

. . ] i
follows, if a ppl icable: ﬁ) Acceptable standards for IPM include the “Better Cotton Initiative’}

A copy of the EU Ecolabel certificate for the textile (BCI), “AGRO 2” (Greece), “Cotton Made in Africa” and “Fair Trade”.

fabric, awarded under Commission Decision
2014/350/EU_ Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER/

MANUFACTURER of the textile fabric

A declaration of the minimum recycled cotton content
in the produced textile fabric, supported by delivery
invoices and independently verified chain of custody
certificates tracing these deliveries back to the
reprocessing center.

Declare the minimum organic cotton content, backed
by evidence certified by an independent control

body aligning with Regulation (EC) No 834/2007, the
US National Organic Programme, or other trading
partners’ standards. Claims based on transaction
records and/or invoices, annually and per production
line. Include screening test evidence for genetic
modifications in any non-organic cotton content.

! (GMO) cotton is not permitted in blends claiming a minimum organic
cotton content

GMO cotton is permitted in blends claiming a minimum IPM cotton
content.
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

7. UPHOLSTERY
PADDING
MATERIALS

7.1. LATEX FOAM

7.1 (A) RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES

()

Testing requirements cover the following elements:
chlorophenols (method A),

heavy metals method B),

pesticides (method C)

butadiene (method D).

/

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT or SUPPLIER or

MANUFACTURER

Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT or SUPPLIER or

MANUFACTURER
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

7. UPHOLSTERY
PADDING
MATERIALS

7.1. LATEX FOAM

7.1 (B) 24H VOC EMISSIONS

Testing requirements cover the following elements:
- Overall limits (i.e. for total VOCs, nitrosamines and total hydrocarbons)
- Specific limits (i.e. for 10 individual VOCs, such as formaldehyde and vinyl chloride

monomer).

N
ISO16000-9:
https://www.iso.org/standard/38203.html

iso 16000-3:
https://www.iso.org/standard/81864.html
16000-6
https://www.iso.org/standard/73522.html
NG
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Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT or SUPPLIER or

MANUFACTURER
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA .

MANUFACTURER

7. UPHOLSTERY
PADDING
MATERIALS

7.2. POLYURETHANE (PUR) FOAM

7.2 (A) RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES

@ M\

Testing requirements cover the following elements:
heavy metals (method B),

plasticisers (method C),

TDA and MDA (method D)

Inorganic substances (method E).
- J

If testing is necessary, submit results demonstrating compliance
with the defined limits in criterion 7.2(a) of Commission Decision
(EU) 2016/1332:
A copy of the relevant CertiPUR certificate
In the absence of CertiPUR:
Declare that no intentionally added biocides, phthalates,
and other restricted substances are present in the foam
formulation.
Provide a summary of test results for heavy metals,
plasticizers, Toluenediamine (TDA), Diaminodiphenylmethane
(MDA), and inorganic substances. Include copies of pertinent
test reports.

i More info on CertiPUR
https://europur.org/certipur/
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

7. UPHOLSTERY

PADDING
MATERIALS

7.2. POLYURETHANE (PUR) FOAM

7.2 (B) 72H VOC EMISSIONS

The applicant shall provide test results that show compliance
with the testing requirements and limits stated in Criterion 7.2(b)
of Commission Decision (EU) 2016/1332.

If the foam is CertiPUR certified, submit the certificate as proof
for all requirements except formaldehyde’s individual emission
limit. In this case, provide test reports showing chamber
concentrations below 0.005mg/m3& after 72 hours.

i More info on CertiPUR
https://europur.org/certipur/

|

7.2 (C) BLOWING AGENTS

The applicant shall provide a declaration from the foam supplier
that halogenated organic blowing agents have not been used.

If no declaration is available, the applicant may submit test
reports proving that the foam was analyzed and found free of
significant traces of halogenated organic blowing agents.
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Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT or

MANUFACTURER

Declaration to be completed by the SUPPLIER
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

7. UPHOLSTERY
PADDING

MATERIALS
Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT

7.3. OTHER PADDING MATERIAL

The applicant shall provide:

- The nature of the padding/filling material used and any other
blended materials.
Confirm that the material lacks SVHCs or other hazardous
substances with functional properties not specifically
derogated in Table 2(Commission Decision (EU) 2016/1332
Page L.210/109).
Confirm that down or animal feathers have not been used in
the filling/padding material, either alone or in blends.
For rubberized coconut fibers, demonstrate compliance with
criterion 7.1 for restricted substances and VOC emissions.
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

8. GLASS -
USE OF HEAVY

METAL
S Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT

This applies to any glass-material included in the final furniture
product regardless of the weight fraction it presents.

Applicant must provide:
Supplier declaration: No leaded glass in the final
product. Glass is lead, mercury, and cadmium-
free beyond 100 mg/kg. Mirror backing coatings
contain less than 2000 mg/kg lead.
Support the declaration with a relevant SDS or a
statement from the coating formulation supplier
affirming that the formulation contains less than
2000 mg/kg lead.

Declaration to be completed by SUPPLIER of glass/mirror glass

If no suitable metal content declaration for glass is
available, the Competent Body may request X-Ray
Fluorescence testing for these metals, following
ASTM F2855-10 standard principles or equivalent.

i ASTM F2853-10:
https://www.astm.orqg/f2853-10r15.html
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

9. FINAL
PRODUCT
REQUIREMENTS

9.1. FITNESS FOR USE

Applicant must provide:

A declaration stating compliance with any relevant
EN standards, supported by test reports from the
furniture manufacturer or component part/material
suppliers, as appropriate.

9.2. EXTENDED PRODUCT GUARANTEE

Applicant must provide:

A copy of the guarantee text, together with a
declaration to the Competent Body that this
guarantee applies to the specific product(s) to be
licensed with the EU Ecolabel.
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Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT

Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

9. FINAL
PRODUCT
REQUIREMENTS

Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT

9.3. PROVISION OF SPARE PARTS

Applicant must provide:

A copy of the text to be provided to customers in
consumer information, together with a declaration
to the Competent Body that this text applies to
the specific product(s) to be licensed with the EU
Ecolabel.

Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT

9.4. DESIGN FOR DISASSEMBLY

Applicant must provide:

Provide technical drawings demonstrating
assembly/disassembly using basic tools and
unskilled labor. Include features like zip fastenings,
velcro for detaching cushions and padding. Ensure
screw fittings into wood-based panels can be re-
inserted at different points if necessary.
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

9. FINAL
PRODUCT
REQUIREMENTS

9.5. VOC EMISSIONS

|
This applies only if your furniture contains any of the following:
Upholstery leather or upholstery coated fabrics
Wooden or metal components that do not comply with criterion
3.2(c) or criterion 5.3 respectively

Applicant must provide:

Declare if criterion 9.5 should apply to the
product for licensing consideration. If applicable,
compliance may be demonstrated through
testing of the final assembled product or relevant
component parts/materials.
Include results in the declaration’s relevant table
and provide copies of supporting test reports.
Reports can be from work commissioned by the
applicant or by part/material suppliers.
Test data up to 12 months before the Ecolabel
application is valid, provided no changes to the
manufacturing process or chemical formulations,
increasing VOC emissions, have occurred for the
final product or relevant components.
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Declaration to be completed by the APPLICANT or SUPPLIER
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

10. CONSUMER

INFORMATION

Applicant must provide:

Declare if criterion 9.5 should apply to the
product for licensing consideration. If applicable,
compliance may be demonstrated through
testing of the final assembled product or relevant
component parts/materials.

Include results in the declaration’s relevant table
and provide copies of supporting test reports.
Reports can be from work commissioned by the
applicant or by part/material suppliers.

Test data up to 12 months before the Ecolabel
application is valid, provided no changes to the
manufacturing process or chemical formulations,
increasing VOC emissions, have occurred for the
final product or relevant components.
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Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA APPLICANT’S CHECKLIST

11.
INFORMATION
APPEARING
ON THE EU
ECOLABEL

Guidelines for use of the Ecolabel logo:
https://eu-ecolabel.de/en/for-companies/the-eu-ecolabel-logo

Applicant must provide:

An example of the (up to three) statements from the
list provided that they wish to use on the products
to be licensed with the EU Ecolabel for Competent
Body approval.

Declaration to be completed by APPLICANT
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DESIGN SPRINTS:
DESIGN YOUR AVATAR
BUSINESS FOR THE EU
ECOLABEL

In November 20235 two design sprints were carried out under the title:
‘Design your Avatar Business for EU Ecolabel’. One was in person in
Copenhagen and the second was held online. Participants were from
the Danish Furniture Industry, ranging from SMEs, furniture design
studios, independent designers and manufacturers. The purpose of
introducing the format of the sprint in the Guidelines, is to present the
learnings, as they may be relevant for kickstarting the certification
process. Additionally, this format can serve as both an internal and
external workshop tool. A detailed presentation of this format is
available in Appendix A, designed to be conveniently printable for
reference and implementation purposes.
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STRUCTURE OF THE SPRINT

The participants were put in teams of 4-5 members with master’s students
from Strategic Design & Entrepreneurship in the mix.

The ‘Double Diamond’ model acted as the framework for facilitating
design thinking, to enable innovation and business development.

The teams were presented with a case study for the sprint, a conceptual
chair named ‘EcoSit Lounge chair’ (Feel free to insert your choice of
furniture instead).

The chair had been designed and intended to be labelled with the EU
Ecolabel. The participants were provided with the product description for
furniture.

The task was to design a business around the EcoSit lounge chair.

Guidelines to EU Ecolabel for Furniture
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DESIGN SPRINTS:
DESIGN YOUR AVATAR
BUSINESS FOR THE EU

ECOLABEL

DISCOVER DEFINE

DISCOVER PHASE

The teams had to choose from one of
the three business models (as shown
above).

They also had to decide whether their
business would be B2C or B2B.
Based on their choices in the above
two points, the teams had to explore
the business model through the
‘Business Design framework’ and
map the requirements of operating
such a business with the ‘EcoSit
Lounge’ chair.

DEVELOP DELIVER

DEFINE PHASE

The teams had to answer the defined
questions on the template, that made
sense for their ‘Avatar Business'.

The aim was for them to define
essential elements from the ‘Business
Design Framework’ that made them
close the loops/become circular.
They should furthermore describe the
why behind the chosen elements.

EcoSit Lounge Chair
Specification Sheet

Materials:

Frame:

Mild steel pipe framework

Surface Treatment: Low VOC, water-based paint in blue color

Finish: Durable powder coating for long-lasting use

End-of-Life: Framework designed for easy disassembly and recycling

Cushions:

Cushion Colors: Yellow (Natural dyes, OEKO-TEX® certified)

Chair leg buffer caps:
Synthetic silicone rubber. Prusian blue colour.

1. The Classic Long Life Model

- High quality product.

- Long lifespan.

- Sales as classic source of income

- Reputation, ‘Good value for money,
it's not cheap but it never fails’.

©
ﬂ

=+

\ Usage:

+ - Suitable for home use

Care Instructions:
- Wipe metal frame with a damp cloth for cleaning

Assembly:
- Minimal assembly required
- Instructions and hardware included

Packaging:

- Recycled cardboard packaging
-Flat-pack

-Assemble and dis-assemble

k j Warranty:
10 years warranty from the date of purchase.
( )
2.The Leasing/Renting Model - C@
. N N \‘ E **Note:** This specification sheet highlights the EcoChic Lounge Chair's compliance with EU Ecolabel requirements, emphasizing sustainable materials,
- Ownership remains with the access L \ . and minimal impact. For more information,refer to the produt manual ar contact our customer service
1
provider.
7 it ’t ANY COPENHAGEN BUSINESS SCHOOL
- Making money by providing access @) Royal Danish Academy i GBS iy "2
to a product.
 Product as a service.
* There is a time limit.
J

Polyurethane (PUR) foam cushion (Testing done for heavy metals (method B), plasticisers (method C), TDA and MDA
(method D) andTinorganic substances (method E). All compliant with CertiPUR Eco standard)

- Cushion covers are removable and machine washable using eco-friendly detergent

-+ Ownership (Private management,

4. The Upgrade Model
* Profits from repeat sales of

upgrades.

- Relatively cheap products.

- Relatively shorter lifespan.

- Function together with a dedicated
high-quality durable product.

= BIEE

N board, shareholders, worker-owned
consumer-owned etc.)
+ Underpinning values (profit, social,
environmental etc.)
N P'(xfu<:t\<)n/<:omsum;mom patterns
(local/global markets)

BUSINESS
DESIGN /
VALUE

’ I

PRODUCTION / /

CIRCULATION

\ CONSUMPTION /

»  PRACTICE

Materials

- Technology
Manufacturing systems
Communication
Product positioning
Distribution channels

- Services

Demography (gender,

age, location, profession)
- Social relations

Taste/Culture

Use and practice

Purpose
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DESIGN SPRINTS:
DESIGN YOUR AVATAR
BUSINESS FOR THE EU
ECOLABEL
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DEVELOP PHASE

The teams were asked to map out: what would
your avatar business structure and life cycle
look like on a map?
The teams were asked to map out: what would
your avatar business structure and life cycle
look like on a map?
They had to follow the color code:
Blue: Headquarters

: Production facilities
Orange: User location
Green: Circular Acquisition hub (shop, collection
center etc.)

: Other facilities?
Reflective question: Would it change something
in the way your Avatar business is structured?
Feel free to go back and change something in
your business model.

DELIVER PHASE

The teams were asked to consolidate
and prepare a 5-minute pitch,
presenting their Avatar Business
using the models.

Reflective question: If you were to
change some of the materials of the
chair, what modifications would be
necessary in the Ecolabel Spec sheet
and in the Avatar Business?

GUIDELINES TO DESIGN YOUR BUSINESS DESIGN SPRINT

EU ECOLABEL AVATAR FOR EU ECOLABEL COPENHAGEN

l\)_ <7 o
) O

o SN

€ \

) '7‘)/“ \\}—a L o

NWJJ COPENHAGEN BUSINESS SCHOOL
GBS i

HANDELSHBJSKOLEN
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LEARNINGS FROM THE
DESIGN SPRINTS

BUSINESS MODEL SELECTION

The UPGRADE business model, where profits are generated from a repeated sale of
upgrades, was the most opted business model. A common application of the model is to have
components that are long-lasting and durable, along with components that can easily be
changed and upgraded, such as cushions and covers. The UPGRADE model can be a smart
way of dealing with designs for certifications, as conditions and standards of certifications
change at reqular intervals (usually every 5-10 years). Parts and components of designs
can be updated accordingly, making it easier to keep up with trends, and stay relevant to
the users, resulting in both a long customer relationship as well as a long-lasting product. A
takeback system can furthermore enhance this transaction. Therefore, the business model
can facilitate more than just selling a product - participants particularly emphasized its
significance in offering not only a product, but a package of products and services, quite
effectively bolstering the EU Ecolabel’s potential.

Pooling certified materials, designers and manufacturers who know how to work with EU
Ecolabel can be a way to minimize hassle if companies come together and use these pools.

PRODUCTION/MARKET SELECTION

Collaborating with established companies or brands can be a strategic move to tap into
different markets, customers and geographies. A differentiating parameter where suggestions
on the Avatar Business being the provider of the EU Ecolabel expertise, that could lead to

a competitive advantage in the market. An example where that the Avatar Business would
create a certified chair, which would be sold at other retailers, like IKEA, reducing their limits
to adopt a certification, and increasing the collaborative benefits in terms of exposure for both
parties.
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Getting documentation of production from Asian countries can be more challenging than
getting them from European or East European countries. Solutions can range from shifting
production to Europe/Eastern-Europe or collaborating with companies with a strong presence
in those Asian countries.

Poland was a popular choice for participants to choose as a material supplier and production
center, because of their high standards and low costs. The country has skilled labor, a well-
established furniture industry, and a competitive cost structure, making it an attractive option
for many companies seeking quality production at a reasonable cost.

CUSTOMER SEGMENTATION

Business to Business seemed to be preferable to Business to Consumer markets. This could
be due to higher prospects of high volumes sales in B2B and sustainment of longer customer
relationships with the possibility of return of sales. Furthermore, participants emphasized

that the B2B market can enable targeting a larger number of consumers with high quality
products and reduce the obstacles of implementing a take-back system, if preferred, to create
a circular business model.

Targeting markets that have a more general awareness of certifications can be a strategic
move to get healthy returns on EU Ecolabel certified products.
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